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STRATHAVEN AND GLASSFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING ON 26th June 2018
1. Sederunt:  Aileen McMann, Chairperson, Gordon McAllan, Vice Chair, Les Hogan, Secretary, Sheila Tulloch, Treasurer, Linda Brown, Minute Secretary, Margot McDonald, Morag Arnot, Peter Mansell-Moullin, Alister Hendry, Aileen Stewart, Russell Paterson.
Councillors: 
Isobel Dorman, Graeme Campbell 

     
Visitors: 
Linda McCorrison, PC Howie

2. Apologies:  Councillor Margaret Cooper  
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting:
Russell Paterson proposed and Les Hoggan seconded these.

4. Matters Arising: Cllrs Dorman and Campbell have met with SPEN, SLC and the bus companies and alternative bus routes have been planned when Commercial Road closes so that a bus service can run to Glassford and back. Coldstream Road is being put under considerable pressure but the surface will be dealt with after all road works are finished.

5. Police Report: Constable Howie reported that there have been youths hanging about at the Pitches behind the new Avondale facility.  There have been various complaints from residents of Cochrane Street.  Constable Howie, on her own, has been trying to move them on but had to call in reinforcements to help.  The War Memorial may well be the next location for the ongoing problem with the youths.  There are 19 ongoing reported crimes. Two of these are frauds committed in Strathaven with victims being told that they have won the Postcode Lottery. Everyone was asked to be on their guard. 
6. Ragwort: Ragwort seems to be growing in abundance around Strathaven. The Community Council has previously relayed their fears to the Local Authority regarding this. It was suggested a further letter is sent to the Local Authority raising our concerns especially where the Ragwort is growing on farmers land.  It was also agreed that one would be sent to the NFU in which we would repeat our concerns not only regarding the farming land but also the other land surrounding Strathaven.

7. Scottish Transport Bill – Parking Changes:  Under the proposed changes you will not be allowed to park on the pavement unless for delivery purposes. The changes are not yet on the statute book and any comments or queries ought to be addressed to the MSPs.  The Cycling Partnership also has concerns about the Transport Policy.  It has been proposed that the CC Scottish Transport Strategy ought to be resurrected and placed on the agenda for the August meeting.
8. Banks: There is a meeting of reps from the four CCs. tomorrow (27th June) and an update will be forwarded to all members of the Community Council.  It is likely that separate CC 
meetings will have to be held to deal with the Banks Fund to ensure that the normal CC business can be dealt with adequately at our monthly meetings. Appropriate notices of these meetings will be posted.
9. Secretary’s Report: The Castle funding in conjunction with Historic Scotland appears to be going well and Joanne will revert to us by the end of June.

Les advised that the CARS project has had six months of total frustration with SLC’s complete failure to make decisions.  There are five or six design works to be done and so far only two projects have been fully completed.   

The Open Day in the Crib held by the CC regarding the Public Consultation Survey and the Community Benefit Fund had sparked some interest. The Banners we had commissioned for this were excellent and much admired. The consultation forms are available on line, in copies of the Echoes and will be delivered to every household in Strathaven and Glassford and returned by 10th August.

        
Les was thanked for his hard work in regards to all his dealings with the Banks Open day             
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Treasurer’s Report: Cheque issued to the CC for £515. All invoices must go to Sheila promptly.  The Treasurer asked for approval for Invoices issued during our summer recess to be paid.  Approval was given.  All expenditure regarding Banks is based on approval by us.  The Treasurer was thanked for the excellent job she has done.  
10. Reports from CC Members: Margot advised that the John Hastie Museum Trust Exhibition is open on a Saturday and Sunday until 13th August 2018.
Margot, Aileen and Linda expressed concern at the state of Strathaven Cemetery compared to those in nearby communities. Russell offered to write on behalf of the CC to the Local Authority to see what could be done.  The vandalized Notice Board in the Common Green was also mentioned by Margot but Les is dealing with this.

Sheila brought up the difficulties of the drains on A71 Stonehouse – Strathaven road not being able to deal with even a little rain.  There used to be pipes protruding from the walls beside the Town Mill where the drain water used to flow down the Mill Road. It was put forward that these pipes might well be choked. Cllr Dorman has already been dealing with this.
Gordon advised that Strathaven Balloon Festival has become an International Festival and that there should be around 15 or more balloons this year. Due to the amount of people wishing to attend with stands and stalls, some will have to be sited in the George Allan Park near to the bandstand.
Gordon also mentioned about the Planning Report for 5 new large Wind Turbines at Back Hareshaw.  The CC feel that there is now an over population of these and it was decided letters would be written to the Local Authority.
Gordon also mentioned about the John Hastie Museum’s interest in trying to form a heritage garden or something similar in the site of the Castle Tavern.    It has become an eyesore and is one of the first things you see when you enter Strathaven.  A Safety issue was also brought up as some of the hoarding has fallen down and it was agreed the Community Council would keep an eye on same.

Peter brought up the subject of our Constitution and that a new Community Council has to be held in October.  He also mentioned the Notes for Guidance and GDPR.  Linda advised that she had been given these from the Local Authority. 
11. Reports from Councillors:
Councillor Dorman advised that there was going to be a road closure at Lethame Road at the beginning of July. She and Cllr Campbell have been dealing with SPEN, SLC and the bus Companies to safeguard a bus service for Glassford and the Common Green during the closure of Commercial Road.
There is to be a Memorial Garden planned within the grounds of Strathaven Academy in memory of the school’s pupils who lost their lives in the First World War.

Councillor Campbell advised that his main dealings have been with SPEN etc regarding the Road closures.

13. A.O.C.B: There was no other competent business  
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D.O.N.M. – Tuesday, 28th August in the new Avondale Community Wing, Overton Road, Strathaven.
ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND ANY OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S MEETINGS.

A Community Council constituted under Section 52 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended.  Minute Secretary – Linda Brown – email: strathavencommunitycouncil@gmail.com
  Minutes of Strathaven and Glassford Community Council can be seen on the Notice Board at The Avondale Community Wing, the Notice Board in the Common Green, The Community Council Website and the Strathaven Facebook page.

